Forestry, Fire
&7 State Lands

BABYLON FIRE
Tuesday, July 07, 2026, at 8:00 am
Contact Fire Information: (435) 677-1958, Email: 2026.babylon@firenet.gov

https://inciweb.wildfire.gov/incident-information/utmlf-babylon
https://www.facebook.com/mantilasalnationalforest

Fire Statistics: Resources Assigned:

Start Date: June 26, 2026 Total Personnel: 1,204

Cause: Undetermined Crews: 30

Size: 100,479 acres Helicopters: 21

Containment: 0% Engines: 58

Structures Lost: 5 Dozers: 4

Location: 25 miles SW of Monticello, UT Water Tenders: 17
Current Situation:

Fire activity continued to increase yesterday, with the most active growth occurring to the east and northeast. This
movement was anticipated, and firefighters remained focused on strengthening and securing containment features
designed to keep the fire within the broader indirect containment strategy. Crews utilized a combination of heavy
equipment, hand crews, and natural terrain features to reinforce containment lines and improve defensible areas
ahead of the fire’s progression. On the eastern flank of the fire crews utilized aircraft to drop retardant to slow the fire's
progression.

On the northern edge of the fire, firefighters were able to engage directly along portions of the fire perimeter, allowing
crews to work at the fire’s edge to extinguish heat and strengthen containment. Structure protection resources

continued operations in and around the Monticello area, assessing and improving protection measures for homes,
infrastructure, and critical facilities.

Along the southern and western portions of the fire, firefighters and heavy equipment operators worked in tandem to
reinforce road systems and establish stronger control features by clearing vegetation and improving access for
suppression resources.

Weather and Fire Behavior:

Tuesday’s weather will continue to be hot with critically dry relative humidity dropping to between 13-15%. Afternoon
winds will transition from terrain-driven to a more established west-southwest flow with gusts up to 25 mph. The threat
for afternoon pyrocumulus cloud development and dry lightning. Fire behavior will continue to be very active driven by
extremely dry fuel conditions, winds, and high instability in the atmosphere.

Evacuations and Closures:

The following zones in San Juan County are in a SET status: Zones CY-1, CY-2, Peter's Hill - West, Airport, Energy,
and SJC-1.

All National Forest lands, roads, and trails in the Monticello Ranger District of the Manti-La Sal National Forest are
closed to the public. The Needles District of Canyonlands National Park is also fully closed.

The Bureau of Land Management has temporarily closed all BLM managed public lands west of Harts Draw Road and
north through the Indian Creek Corridor to Indian Creek Falls. This closure includes areas such as Shay Mesa, Beef
Basin, Dark Canyon, and the Sweet Alice Wilderness Study Area.

Anyone not involved in firefighting operations must stay out of these closure areas and avoid all public lands within the
boundary formed by State Route 211 to the north, U.S. Route 191 to the east, and State Route 95 to the south.

Evacuations and closures can be found on the Babylon Inciweb page.

Great Basin Incident Management Team #2
For more information on this and other fires, visit hitps.//inciweb. wildfire.gov/.
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